Boozhoo,

My name is Matthew Elias and I am first-year student from the William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota, running for the Area 8 Representative position.  Currently, I am serving as the Treasurer of the William Mitchell NALSA Chapter. 
I grew up on the Fond du Lac reservation and I am a proud Indian student.  The Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa community has come a long way in the past 20 years.  As a child, I used to fear for my family, hearing gun shots and drunken outbursts from the wanderers outside our small trailer home.  But through improved tribal leadership and the advent of Indian gaming, our reservation community has improved greatly.  Today, my tribe is implementing language revitalization programs, building reservation infrastructure and diversifying its economy.  Much of our recent success is due to our current Chairwoman, Karen Diver.  I had the opportunity to hear Chairwoman Diver speak this fall at William Mitchell’s 1st Annual Indian Law Conference.  She spoke about the value of motivation, maturity, teamwork and communication skills.  She also spoke in great length about the need for Indian attorneys who possess business knowledge.  That message resonated with me because I decided to enter law school in the hopes of one day representing my tribe.  Specifically, I chose William Mitchell because of its new and rapidly expanding, Indian Law Center.

Thus far, I have been very active in the College’s Indian community.  As Treasurer, I led our chapter in raising $7,305 to assist students participating in Moot Court and to send nine students to the 36th Annual Indian Law Conference.  In addition to serving as Treasurer of our Chapter, I also worked with Professor Colette Routel as her research assistant on high profile pro bono Indian Law cases in the D.C. Circuit and Ninth Circuit.
I would love the opportunity to represent as the Area 8 Representative and know I will bring the same enthusiasm to Area 8 as I have been able to bring to William Mitchell.  If elected, one of my main goals is help other law schools start their own NALSA chapters.  Increasing NALSA participation is beneficial to the National NALSA program.  Additionally, I would like to increase communication between current chapters in Area 8.  Communication between law schools is a great way to generate new ideas and to bring students with the same interests together.  I am currently working with Stephanie Gassert to get a better understanding of what the role entails and working to prepare for an even more successful 2011-2012.
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