Briana Coyle
Candidate for Area 7 Representative

I’d like your vote for Area 7 Representative because I’m genuinely interested in being a catalyst for the creation of a collaborative and creative space for both Native American law students and for discussing Native issues.  My time as an undergraduate and first year law student have been dedicated to promoting communal safe spaces and advocating for the inclusion of native issues into formal curriculum as well as individual or informal dialogue.   I’d like to continue these same goals regionally.  I have personally benefitted from the support of a strong community and I’d like to ensure that we maintain and continue to build our community in the northwest.       

Feel free to contact me if you would like to hear more about my personal background, what I’d like to accomplish or anything else you might want to discuss. coylebm@u.washington.edu.  
										Take care,
								            Brie

PERSONAL BACKGROUND
· I was born in Everett, Washington and grew up in both Montana and Utah.  My Quileute and Mexican-American heritage deeply inform my daily perspective and study of law.  In a sense, I’ve always been an outsider and this has made me strong.  I have learned to be a diplomat and to consider multiple points of view.  What was once my largest insecurity - my inability to obtain full membership into any singular community - is now my strongest asset.  My experience as both a Quileute and Mexican-American woman has taught me that the human experience is dynamic and that we ought to be wary of the impetus for difference to manifest itself as divisive rather then collaborative.  

· I attended Whitman College and received a Bachelor of Arts in Politics.  I made an effort in each of my courses to carve out time and space to discuss Indian issues.  I encouraged both my peers and the academy to think critically about representations of Native peoples, tribal government, and Indian land.  Some of my major projects included:
· Research that questioned the representations of the “Whitman Massacre”.  Specifically, we attempted to create awareness on campus, by a multimedia installation, about the namesake of our college, Marcus Whitman, and his relationship with the Cayuse Nation.  We highlighted the misrepresentations of the Confederated Tribes of Umatilla in our school’s history and in the state of Washington’s history curriculum.  In addition to our showcase on campus, I presented at a conference in Louisville, Kentucky and in Spokane, Washington.
· I did research and presented a paper on the problems of nuclear waste storage on Indian lands.  I looked specifically at the Hanford nuclear waste facility as well as the proposed facility at Yucca Mountain.  I highlighted the devaluation of Indian lands, peoples, and cultural history. 
· As an Intern at the Intercultural center,  I received an award for my efforts towards fostering multicultarlism on campus in 2008.  

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON’S NALSA CHAPTER
· 1L Representative 
· Coordinated events with undergraduate student groups, like the American Indian Student Commission.  
· Participant in the NNALSA’s Mott Court competition at Columbia. 
· Organized fundraising for the University of Washington’s annual Salmon Bingo and Silent Auction
· Helped coordinate Heather Kendall Miller’s upcoming visit to the University of Washington

GOALS
· Establish strong regional connections 
· Continue to support the Indian law community in the pacific northwest
· Share information about fund raising ideas and local chapter activities
