Boozhoo,
My name is Victoria Hatch.  I am White Earth Ojibwe, and am running for the position of Regional Representative for Region 4. I am currently in my first year at Michigan State University College of Law. I chose MSU because of its strong Indigenous Law program, and also because I wanted to move closer to my family and my tribe.
Two things I know to be true about Native lawyers: 1 – we have chosen a field that is not always kind to anyone or anything outside of the status quo, so we have to work harder and know twice as much to get anything accomplished; 2 – there need to be more of us. After looking at the scattering of options available, I do believe that NNALSA has the greatest ability to help with both of these things. That is why I'm interested in becoming more involved. 
The more we work to build connections among ourselves and encourage each other to succeed, the greater power we will have to overcome this system, and the more of us there will be. As a regional representative, I would have the ability to work hard for all of the NALSA groups in my region. I am not good at doing things part way, so my intention would be to not only fulfill the responsibilities expected of me, but to also go a step further, and try to build cohesion within the region to make sure the NALSA groups know that they are not on their own, but that they have the support of a valuable, nationwide network of like-minded law students.
In addition, I would support the rest of the board, and do my part to keep this organization growing and strong. Having a vibrant NNALSA is important to me personally and professionally. I want to see more Natives succeeding, and more Native allies honestly representing the interests of our communities. And, I'd like to see the participation in the national events grow, getting more students better equipped and better connected so they can leave law school running. 
I'm not a traditional student. Prior to law school, I ran my own business, started a non-profit organization devoted to empowering Native youth, served on a board of directors at an urban Indian center, and taught school. I'd like to take the skills I've gained over the years and apply them to making sure NNALSA remains the vehicle that can serve all of us now and other law students in the future.  
Miigwech~
 
