My name is Shawn Watts and I want to be your next NNALSA president.
NNALSA needs to establish itself as an organization committed to service.  Our first priority should be service to our members.  The best service we can provide our members is to empower them.  The best way to empower our members is provide them with a central source of information.
We need to make sure our website, our primary point of contact with our members, contains a wealth of information for them to use.  If we focus on going back to document our institution’s history we can provide our members with invaluable contacts with NNALSA alumni.  Re-establishing relationships with our alumni base will make keeping a steady, robust, and active jobs posting available to our members.
We can also serve our members by serving the Native community at large. We should seek to establish ongoing relationships with Native organizations so that we can provide our members with contacts to seek pro bono projects when they want to volunteer.  We must keep an active list of Native pro bono legal projects on our website and document those of our members that participate in them.  The more service we provide the Native community, the more effective an organization we are.
In short, we must be the best resource possible for our members to turn to for all things related to Native legal issues.  Our members must be able to log onto our website and find all the firms that have an Indian law practice area, all Native public interest organizations, a list of potential mentors for specific Native practice areas, and anything else that will make it easier for our members to become effective Indian law practitioners.
None of these goals is possible without strong, focused leadership.  As NNALSA’s Area 6 Representative, I helped establish several new NALSA chapters in my area.  I even helped set up new chapters at schools outside of Area 6.  I also helped resurrect NALSA chapters that had been dormant for years.  
I demonstrated my ability to lead a complex organization by hosting this year’s NNALSA Moot Court Championship.  Through persistence and persuasion I helped the competition achieve a record number of participants.  
I hope to use my leadership and organizational skills to make NNALSA the premier law student affinity organization in the country. As your next NNALSA president, together we can make that happen.
Thank you,

Shawn Watts
