My name is Jenny Patten and I am running for NNALSA ABA Representative.  
I am San Carlos Apache and Native Hawaiian from Oakland, California.  I am a first year student at Columbia Law School and would like to become the NNALSA ABA Liaison for three reasons:

1) To help NNALSA members understand what the ABA is and what resources they have to help us become better lawyers.  
2) To ensure that Native students are being heard and inform the ABA about the needs and priorities of NNALSA and its constituents.  I would hold them accountable as they make strategic decisions about the organization’s focus and how they approach diversifying the legal practice. 
3) To make NNALSA a better resource by strengthening communication in order to effectively support member interests and needs. 
The ABA needs to better support our missions to serve Indian communities.  At the same time, we need to know how best to leverage the ABA in order to achieve these goals.  My leadership as a 1L on the CLS NALSA board and a competitor in the NNALSA Moot Court competition have both inspired and prepared me to be a strong advocate for this important position.
